
 

Kindergarten Writing Expectations 

HABITS AND PROCESSES 

We expect kindergarten students independently or as a whole group to: 

 verbalize their ideas and develop ideas into complete thoughts  

 write daily and develop the ability to generate content and topics for writing  

 write when given the time, place, and materials  

 use whatever means are at hand to communicate and make meaning; drawings, letter strings, scribbles, letter 

approximations, and other graphic representations  

 practice rereading their own writing and listening to others; showing attentiveness to meaning by asking for more 

information or showing emotion  

 demonstrate an understanding of writing options (whole group, with peers, conferencing with teacher) for 

different purposes (thank you notes, responding to questions, and journaling)  

 develop awareness of strategies and elements of a learned author’s skills (focused purpose, audience awareness, 

voice, idea development, sufficient details, logical organization, transitional elements, sentence structure, and 

appropriate word choice and correctness)  

 create pieces throughout the year from the following genres:  narrative, opinion, and informational/explanatory  

 use the writing process to  

 pre-write (brainstorm)  

 draft (write piece)  

 edit & revise (conference)  

 publish (share with an audience)  

 WRITING TO PUBLISH 

 Individually, in small and whole group instruction, we expect kindergarten students to begin to develop and 

understand:  

Sharing Events, Telling Stories:  Narrative 

 Contains a “story” that may be only a single event or several events linked together  

 Tell events in sequence  

 Include appropriate illustrations  

 Re-enact or retell stories 

 Create their own stories, poems, and plays 

Informing Others:  Informational/explanatory 

 gather, collect and share information on a topic  

 tell someone what to do, how to (for example, give directions, send messages)  

 name or label objects and places  

 letters (persuasive, thank you, for example)  

 



 

Opinion Writing 

 tell the reader a topic and state their opinion about it 

 name the book they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the book 

 participate in a shared research project and/or writing project to express opinions about a topic 

WRITING TO LEARN 

 KWL, graphic organizer, visual representations, class list (chart, note taking, productive thinking)  

WRITING TO DEMONSTRATE LEARNING 

 Extended response or open-ended questions (teacher modeling)  

 Journal writing  

 Exit slips  

 Written assessment  

LANGUAGE USE AND CONVENTIONS 

Individually and/or in small and whole group instruction, we expect kindergarten students to begin to develop and 

understand: 

Style and Syntax 

 Using one’s own language—produce writing that uses the child’s developmentally appropriate language and is 

easily read. 

Vocabulary and Word Choice 

 Using one’s own language—use words in writing that students use in conversations, usually represented 

phonetically.  

 Taking on language of authors   

 students use words from literary texts in writing.  

 students make appropriate word choices to accurately convey their meaning.  

Spelling 

 independently create text with words that an adult (who is knowledgeable about spelling development and about 

the content of that child’s piece of writing) can decipher  

 write words frequently with the initial and final consonant sounds  

 correctly spell some high frequency words in their own writing (the, we, and, etc.)  

 incorporate words from their immediate environment into their own writing (color words, word wall, short vowel 

charts, etc.)  

 



 

Writing Mechanics 

 reread their text with a word to word match  

 pause voluntarily while writing to reread what they have written (tracking)  

 leave spaces between words  

 control for directionality (left to right, top to bottom)  

 correct sentence structure (beginning capital letters, ending punctuation, complete thought) in shared language 

activities 


